BAIKAL IEAL (Anas 'Formosa) AT K03I BARRAGE, 
NEP AL_0N_9_FEBRUAR Y_. 1989 


At. approximaLeiy 0700 hours ori 9 February .1.989 Mike Turnbull and I 
were scanning a t lock ok Pintail (Anas acuta) Just to the nor"th of 
the l-.osi Bar r age. We were stand ing on the eastern shore of the 
river- looking west with the sun directly behind us, thus giving 
excel lent l ighting conditions. The Pintail f lock numbering an 
estimated 6000 individuals was approximately 200 metiers away and 
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centre of the nape immediately revealed the birds "identity as an 
adu lt male .Baika l Teal; a species with which we are both familial" 
with in Hong Kong where it is an annual visitor in very small 

n u i n b e r s (u s u a 11 y 1 3 i n d i v u d u a 1 s e a c h w i n t a r) . 

The bird remained in this sleeping position for approximately 10 
mi nutas, -unti I a Peregrine (Falco peregrinus) started to circle over 
the P "i ritai "I flock. Immediately, all the Pintail plus the Baikal 
leal became alert and after 'a few seconds of indecision, the whole 

flock took to the air and landed again approximately 800 meters 

north of the barrage., The Baikal Teal was not seen again. 

During the brief period in which the bird was alert, the diagnostic: 
head pattern was clearly seen, ie an irridescent green band around 
the rear of the ear coverts coming forward to the eye and down 
through it where it appeared as a dark vertical line through the 
eye. I he r ema inder of the sides of the head were bright yellow. 

I he crown and nape were black. Ihe breast was pinkish orange, 
finely spotted with black. The flanks were grey and separated from 
the breast by a white vertical line. 1 he undertai I coverts were 

black: and also separated from the grey f tanks by a white vertical 

line which was less obviuos than that ‘separating the flanks from the 
breast. Ihe mantle was brown and marked by -J elongated scapulars 
which hung down the side of the body to the flanks. 

In Hong Kong- we have found the white ver t ical f lank line to be the 
easiest means of detecting this species when its distinctive head 
pattern is not visible. The only other species of duck to exhibit 
this feature is the North American race of Teal (Anas crecca) which 
we have found once in Hong Kong wlvi le searching for Baika I leal . 
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RUFOUS-BELL I ED PLAINTIVE CUCKOO (Cocomanti s rnerul i nus) 
Hl._!<Q§I._ErtRR0GE. i ._NEPAL_gN._ 9_FEBRUARY_ 1989 


After spend i ng the afternoon of 9 February at the top of the "Pink 
lower", Mike IurnbuI I and I decided to walk back to the barrage. 

I he road is bordered to the east by the waters of the Kos i River arid 
to the west by an area of marshy ground. It was while looking over 
this marshy area that M.T. said he had a Plaintive Cuckoo. I had 
expected to find a Grey~be11ied Plaintive Cuckoo (C. passer i nus) 
but wkien I got onto the bird but was surprised to see it was- a 
Rufous ""be 1 lied Plaintive Cuckoos a common resident bird in Hong Kong 
with which we are both very Iamiliar but one which is decidedly 
u n c o m m o n i n M e p a 1. 

I he bird was per chi rig on clumps of grass and sedge: above the rnarsh 
and decending to the ground, presumably in search of food items, 
the birds which occur in Hong Kong are also frequently found in this 
habitat and spend long periods on the ground or just above it, in 
s e a r c h o f c a t e r p i 1 1 a r s. 

The bird was in moult from first winter to adult plumage and had 
already "lost most of its chestnut and black barred plumage. This 
had been replaced by adult plumage but the outer 2 pairs of tail 
feathers and the primaries were still those of first winter' plumage. 

The head, breast and mantle were pale grey, quite uniform and 
unmarked. The lower breast,_ belly undertai 1 coverts arid flanks were 
dulI pinkish orange, again unmarked. The wings were brown as were 
the adult--type tail feathers. Undertail pattern not noted. Legs 
ye 1 low, bil l pale. At the distance of observation -• approximately 
4u meters, the eye appeared dark and no colour was di seer nab Ie. 

I he bird was identical in a I I respects to birds of this species 
which we r egular - Iy observe in Hong Kong. 
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